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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Pre-reading
Find out about controversial dam projects, including the Three Rivers Gorge in China, the Aswan (or Assuan) Dam in Egypt, and different dams in the United States built by the Tennessee Valley Authority and the Army Corps of Engineers. How did people feel about these projects? The lake in Cold in Summer is loosely based on Center Hill Lake in Tennessee. What can you find out about the lake and its history?

What was life like in the rural southeast in the 1850s?
Tennessee and Kentucky are home to many caves, including Mammoth Cave, by far the longest known cave-system in the world. How did these caves form? What kinds of life do they hold?
After reading
Questions to think about
With so many clues that May is a ghost, why do you think Ariadne refused to consider that possibility? If you were to meet someone who appeared and disappeared unexpectedly, would you think they might be a ghost?

Quiz
1. Why does Ariadne prefer swimming in the ocean?

A. She floats better.

B. She likes to scuba-dive.

C. It has more fish.

D. It’s less muddy.

2. Who is Sarah?

A. Ariadne’s best friend.

B. Ariadne’s cousin.

C. Ariadne’s sister.

D. Ariadne’s swim coach.

3. What is Ariadne’s mother’s job?

A. Preschool teacher.

B. Veterinarian.
C. College professor.

D. Cook.
4. Why was the dam built to make Cedar Point Lake?
A. To provide fresh water for the locals.
B. To generate electricity for the area.
C. To create a recreational area.
D. To create employment.
5. What building does Ariadne not see near the park?
A. An ice-cream parlor.
B. The library.
C. A church.
D. The school.
6. Why do the girls think Mrs. Harrison is strange?
A. She overcharges young people.
B. She threatens them with a chainsaw.
C. She puts odd ingredients in the ice cream.
D. She sees things that aren’t there.
7. Why doesn’t Ariadne go to the reception with her family?
A. She doesn’t want to meet new people.
B. She planned to meet up with Caroline and the other girls instead.
C. She doesn’t feel well.
D. She wants to meet some Mennonites.
8. Why does May talk to Ariadne the first time?
A. Ariadne asked what her name was.
B. Ariadne needed her help with a bee-sting.
C. She warned Ariadne not to drink the lake water.
D. Ariadne asked her a direct question.
9. What profession does Caroline’s sister want to do after high school?
A. Model.
B. Doctor.
C. Photographer.
D. Musician.
10. What does Ariadne tell the librarian is the reason she wants to interview Mr. Frank?
A. To get information on May Butler.
B. Because he’s a veteran of the Battle of King’s Mountain.
C. To find out what life was like before the dam was built.
D. Because a mysterious voice in the library told her to.
11. What does Ariadne think when she reads about May Butler’s disappearance?
A. That May is a ghost.
B. That she must have met a descendant of the Butler family.
C. That the other kids have been playing a trick on her.
D. That she’s going crazy.
12. How did Ariadne hurt Sarah’s feelings?
A. Ariadne has become friends with a boy that Sarah likes.
B. Ariadne’s message sounded like Ariadne had forgotten Sarah.
C. Ariadne hasn’t written in a long time.
D. Ariadne hasn’t called her.
13. What product did the people who used to live in the valley have to purchase?
A. Pigs.
B. Tobacco.
C. Cotton.
D. Corn.
14. What is clogging?
A. A kind of dancing.
B. Folk music.
C. Story-telling.
D. Fuel.
15. Who is Leslie?
A. May Butler.
B. Mrs. Harrison.
C. Caroline’s sister.

D. Ariadne’s teacher.
16. Why does Ariadne feel sick when she’s talking to the old men?

A. She rode her bike too fast.
B. She figures out a clue about May.
C. She ate her snack too fast.
D. She got overheated on her bike ride.
17. Which of these is not a clue for finding May Butler?
A. “I’m where it’s cold in summer and warm in winter.”
B. “Look for me under the bear.”
C. “Where I am, the sun never shines.”
D. “You can go up to me but not down to me.”
18. How does Hector know that Ariadne is in the cave?
A. He read her email to Sarah.
B. He saw her take the boat.
C. May told him where she was.
D. She left him a note.
19. What proof that the bones are May’s does Ariadne find?
A. Her coral-colored dress.
B. Her locket.
C. Her shoes.
D. Her duffel bag.
20. What does May’s smile mean?
A. Her mother wasn’t really dead.
B. She’s happy that Ariadne didn’t drown.
C. She likes Ariadne.
D. Her bones finally rest in the right place. 
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Pre-reading
Find out how long ago the Etruscan civilization flourished (the Authors’ Note at the end of the book can help) and where they lived.

For a long time, people wondered where the Etruscans came from, but now anthropologists think they’ve discovered their origin. Find out what some theories were and what is generally agreed upon now.

How do archaeologists work? Check out some books from the library that explain their techniques. What are the strings that Hector sees used for?

Do you think time-travel is possible? If so, what would happen if you traveled to the past and did something that made your grandfather never meet your grandmother? Then you’d never be born. If you were never born, you couldn’t prevent your grandfather from meeting your grandmother. Then your grandfather would have met your grandmother, and you would have been born. How could you be never born and born?

After reading

The Etruscans ate dinner lying on one side on a couch with a short table in front of them with food on it. This means that they had to eat things that could be eaten with one hand, as they’d be leaning on one elbow (since most people are right-handed, they rested on their left side, leaving the right hand free to eat with). What did they eat? What foods that are common today were unavailable to people in Europe in ancient times? Put on an Etruscan banquet using food that can be eaten with one hand, and that the Etruscans could have had.

Draw a map of the area where most of the story takes place: the town of Sporfieri, the archaeological dig, the boulder, the stream, the olive tree where Hector rests.

Make a model of an Etruscan temple.

Find some Etruscan frescoes on-line or in a book. Can you learn anything about Etruscan life from them? What can you find in them that’s reflected in On Etruscan Time? Frescoes were a popular art-form in Italy for a long time. Find some from the Roman Empire, the Middle Ages, and the Renaissance, and compare them with the Etruscan ones.

Human sacrifice was common in many ancient cultures. There’s no direct evidence that Etruscans had human sacrifices, but at least one archaeologist thinks he’s found hints that they did. Find out which societies performed this and why—there were many different reasons.

Questions to think about
Hector gets so caught up in helping Arath that the two boys don’t spend any time talking about the modern world. What would you tell a person from an ancient Etruscan village about your life? How would you explain things like space travel, the Internet, electricity?

If you could go back in time and change one moment in history, what would it be? How would you do it?

Hector has a problem: nobody listens to him. When he goes to ancient Etruria, this problem becomes really serious because if nobody can hear him, he can’t do anything to save Arath. How can people make sure that others pay attention to them?

Hector resists going to Italy because he’d rather stay with his friends. Have you ever been reluctant to do something that turns out well despite your hesitation to do it?

Quiz
1. Why doesn’t Hector want to go to Italy?

A. He’s been there so many times he’s bored with it.

B. He’s afraid of flying.

C. He doesn’t like the people in Italy that he’ll be staying with.

D. He’d rather hang out with his friends at home.

2. Why is Hector’s mother going to Italy?

A. She is doing research for her job.

B. She is taking a vacation.

C. She is taking a cooking course.

D. She is helping friends who are archaeologists.

3. Why is Hector so sleepy when they get to Italy?

A. He stayed up too late the night before they left.

B. Italy is in a different time zone.

C. He’s been sick.

D. His anti-airsickness medicine makes him groggy.

4. Who is Ettore?

A. A friend of Hector’s mother.

B. Hector’s Italian uncle.

C. The director of the archaeological dig.

D. A garbageman.

5. What is the “thud, like metal hitting wood” that Hector hears the first night?

A. Vandals at the archaeological site.

B. Workers building a house.

C. The baker making bread.

D. A car hitting a telephone pole.

6. Which of the following does Hector NOT say originated with the Etruscans?

A. Time-travel.

B. Gladiators.

C. Aqueducts.

D. Predicting the future.

7. What does Ettore ask Hector to do?

A. Clean up after the archaeologists.

B. Take pictures of the archaeologists.

C. Help the archaeologists.

D. Stay out of the way of the archaeologists.
8. How does Hector find the amulet?

A. It makes a musical noise.

B. He feels it through the dirt.

C. It’s shining.

D. Ettore points it out to him.

9. Why does Ettore think the amulet isn’t ancient?

A. It’s mde from a modern material.

B. It’s too near the surface of the ground.

C. He doesn’t think Hector could find something important.

D. He had already looked in that area and hadn’t found anything.

10. What is important about the piece of pottery that Hector finds?

A. It helps keep the dig open.

B. It has Etruscan writing on it.

C. It shows someone performing human sacrifice.

D. It’s covered in gold.

11. Why don’t the archaeologists go back to work right after lunch?

A. They’re too full.

B. They have to write up their notes.

C. It’s too hot.

D. It’s time to watch TV.

12. What does Rashna mean?

A. Archaeologist.

B. Etruscan.

C. Death.

D. Help.

13. Why does Hector wind up at the dig in the middle of the night? 
A. A strange light is shining from the site.

B. He sees his mother going there and is curious.

C. He realizes he left the amulet there.

D. The amulet leads him there.

14. What do the archaeologists find in the hole that Hector had fallen into overnight?

A. A painting of a human sacrifice.

B. Another amulet like Hector’s.

C. A dog.

D. A body.

15. According to Ettore, what is the most exciting kind of find for an archaeologist?

A. A coin that can be sold for a lot of money to finance the dig.

B. A beautiful statue to put into a museum.

C. A pot of gold that will make the archaeologists rich.

D. An article that will help them learn about an ancient culture.

16. Who are Uni, Tinia, and Menrva?
A. An Italian rock group.

B. Nicknames for some of the archaeologists.

C. Ancient Etruscan gods.

D. Etruscan ghosts.

17. Why does Cai want to get rid of Arath?

A. Cai is under a curse saying that he has to kill someone.

B. Cai thinks Arath is a thief.

C. Cai suspects Arath of killing his little sisters.

D. Cai wants to become the next priest.

18. What is Arath’s connection with the eye-shaped amulet?

A. He left it for Hector to find.

B. It was his “protector.”

C. It was a gift from his mother.

D. He lost it in a stream.

19. Why can Hector walk through walls, but he doesn’t fall through the dirt on the ground?

A. The modern dirt is in the same place as the ancient dirt.

B. He can go through man-made materials but not natural ones.

C. Arath’s father made a blessing that kept the earth hard throughout time.

D. The walls aren’t really there.

20. How does Hector’s mother react when he tells her about his time-travel?

A. She’s excited.

B. She doesn’t believe him.

C. She asks him to take her back in time with him.

D. She wants to send him home.

21. Why doesn’t Arath appear to Hector after he returns from Florence?

A. He was killed in his own time.

B. He managed to convince his father he was innocent.

C. He can’t find the amulet.

D. He’s been imprisoned.

22. How does Cai hope to get Arath into trouble?

A. He tricks Arath into saying he doesn’t believe in the gods.

B. He says that Arath stole some sacred grain.

C. He makes it look like Arath stolen the statues of the gods.

D. He tells people that Arath ruined a sacrifice on purpose.

23. How does Hector keep from being swept back in time before he can hide the statues?

A. He asks the statues of the gods to keep him there long enough to hide them.

B. He touches the boulder, which is sacred to the gods.

C. He holds the amulet, which helps him so he can help Arath.

D. He returns the statues to the temple and they reward him by giving him more time.

24. What does the Etruscan word hinthial mean?

A. friend

B. ghost

C. thanks

D. god

25. The name of the town changes from “Sporfieri” to “Sporsazia.” What does the new name “Sporsazia” mean?

A. City of Sacrifice

B. City of Friendship

C. City of the Amulet

D. City of the Gods
