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Prereading
What makes a good leader? How should a good leader behave? Do you think the qualities needed for leadership are universal, or do they change as society changes?
After reading
With what words does King of Ithaka begin (p. 1, the prologue) and end (p. 261, the epilogue)? Why do you think the author chose to use these words to frame Telemachos’ story?
Ever since the third century BCE, people have debated what island Homer meant when he said “Ithaca.” It’s almost certainly not the modern Ithaca, since Homer says that Odysseus came from the westernmost of the islands, and furthermore that it was too small to support even a small herd of horses. See http://tinyurl.com/23wgqu4 for some theories.

An amateur archaeologist named Robert Bittlestone wrote a book called Odysseus Unbound: The Search for Homer’s Ithaca in which he suggests that a landslide connected two islands, one of which was the original Ithaca. Read his book and see if you agree.
Some societies are led be a warlord, and others by a civic leader. Which is preferable? Why?

Many people try to find a logical explanation for everything in mythology. To find out what the author of King of Ithaka thinks of one theory of the origin of centaurs, see http://tinyurl.com/23w9gvy.

Some of the creatures in King of Ithaka (centaurs, nymphs, naiads) come from Greek mythology. Some (Daisy, bird-men) were made up by the author. Make up your own human-like but non-human creature. Where did this creature come from? What makes it special? What would its role be in the ancient world? Draw, paint, or sculpt this creature.

The Greek sphinx was famous for coming up with riddles, such as, “What walks on four legs in the morning, two legs at noon, and three legs in the evening?” Some seers (especially the oracle at Delphi) were well known for giving ambiguous prophecies, such as telling a king that if he went to war, a great victory would result (the oracle didn’t say which side would have the victory!). Make up a prophecy that either is in a riddle form or that can be interpreted in different ways.
Telemachos and his friends eat meatballs, honey cakes, porridge with seasonings, fish, bread. Find out what foods were available in ancient Greece and make some for your class. Some good sources: The Classical Cookbook by Andrew Dalby and Sally Grainger, Meals and Recipes from Ancient Greece by Eugenia Ricotti, and any of the books on daily life in ancient Greece. To find out what ingredients were and were not available, see the Oxford Companion to Food by Alan Davidson.

The story of King of Ithaka is told from the point of view of Telemachos. Polydora probably would have seen the situation in Ithaka, the voyage, their return, and their life after the story in much different ways. Pretend that she kept a diary, and make diary entries from important times in the story.

What was life like for women in ancient Greece?
Investigate the kinds of ships that Telemachos and his friends might have traveled in. Make a model.

Author Tracy Barrett is a scholar of medieval Italian literature as well as being an author. Read Canto 26 of the Inferno in Dante’s Divine Comedy. What sin is being punished in this circle of hell? Why is Ulysses (the Latin name for Odysseus) here? Ulysses reports here a speech that he made to his men in order to convince them to sail through the Straits of Gibraltar. People who study rhetoric (the art of persuasion through speech or writing) call this a perfect example of a persuasive speech. What does Ulysses do to convince his men to accompany him on this perilous trip? Compare his speech in the Divine Comedy to the one in King of Ithaka.
After reading Homer’s Odyssey, compare major themes, incidents, and characters from that work with the corresponding themes, etc. in King of Ithaka.
