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Prereading for the series
Xena and Xander have moved from Florida to London for one year. What are some similarities and differences between the two places? Think of climate, language, food, and landscape. Do you know anyone who has moved from another country? Find out what they found the easiest and the hardest to adjust to.

Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson are fictional characters made up by the author Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. They star in hundreds of short stories and four novels. Some people insist that Holmes and Watson were real people. Find out what evidence they use to support this, and have a debate in your class between those who believe this idea and those who don’t.

After reading any of the books
Make a casebook like the one that Xena and Xander use to solve their mysteries. Illustrate it with notes and sketches from another one of Sherlock’s unsolved cases!
Xena and Xander sometimes get confused by differences between British and American English. What do English people call the part of a car that Americans call the “hood”? What do they call a sidewalk? When an English person puts on a jumper, what article of clothing is that in the United States? What is a “lorry”? When an American calls someone “mean,” a person in England might get a different idea of what they don’t like about them. Why? If you were to ask for jelly to spread on your toast in England, you might get a strange look. Why? See what other differences you can find!

The 100-Year-Old Secret activities
Prereading 
Tracy Barrett has said that the inspiration for the painter Nigel Batheson was the American artist James McNeill Whistler, who lived in London several years before the fictional Batheson. Find some portraits by him, and also his famous “Peacock Room” which was dismantled and re-set up in Washington, D.C.

After reading
Several of the original Sherlock Holmes stories by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle are hinted at in The 100-Year-Old Secret, such as “The Dancing Men” and “The Speckled Band.” Read one of those stories and see if you can find the references.

Xander loves English food. Find out how to make his favorite scones and make some for your class, with adult help.
Does “photographic memory” really exist? Some scientists say yes, others say no. What do you think?
Xena and Xander’s mother has an interesting job: she tests “gadgets” for an electronics company. What might be some new inventions that she’s checking out? How could they be used for detecting?

Xena and Xander don’t often mention the friends they left at home, although they clearly miss them. Write some emails or letters between one of them and one of their friends at home, describing their new life and their exciting discovery that they’re descended from Sherlock Holmes.

To think about
Xena and Xander sometimes bend the truth (although they try not to tell an outright lie) when they’re detecting. Is this okay? Should they try harder to solve their cases without doing this? And what about trespassing, the way they do at the school to find the hidden painting?

The Beast of Blackslope activities
Prereading

The author, Tracy Barrett, says that The Beast of Blackslope was inspired by the novel The Hound of the  Baskervilles, by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Watch the classic movie starring Basil Rathbone as the great Sherlock Holmes and see if you can find similarities.

If the Beast really existed in Sherlock Holmes’ time and also in the time of his descendants Xena and Xander, it would be one hundred years old! Can any animals live that long, aside from a very few humans? Which ones? Why do scientists think that these particular animals are so long-lived?

After reading
Make a salt map of the town of Blackslope.
The Holmes family plans their vacation by using brochures created for tourists. Make a brochure of an attraction in your home town. If you can’t think of one, imagine an attraction you would love to go to, and make a brochure for that one!
Once again, Xander has fallen in love with a typical English treat. What are crumpets? Find a recipe and make some, with an adult’s supervision.

Make your own skit or film of the scene that the students are making.

Xena and Xander are out in the country without internet access, yet they’re still able to do the research necessary to figure out the mystery (with a little help from the SPFD!). See how much research you can do for your next school paper using only print resources. Stuck? Ask a librarian!
The field of “cryptozoology” (from two Greek words, meaning “the study of hidden animals”) refers to the investigation of animals that most scientists believe do not exist. Some of these are the Loch Ness monster, various kinds of large, shaggy human-like creatures (Yeti, Bigfoot, Chupacabra), sea serpents, all sorts of cat-like creatures, werewolves, etc. How do people search for them? What kind of evidence is needed before mainstream scientists accept that they do exist?

The Case That Time Forgot activities
Prereading
Research the ancient Egyptian god Thoth.
The Carberry Museum in The Case That Time Forgot is loosely based on Sir John Soane’s Museum in London. Find out more about this amazing place at http://www.soane.org/.
After reading

On a map of London (find one at http://tinyurl.com/2frxdwo), find the locations that Xena and Xander visit.
Make a water-clock.

Xander is afraid of wild animals, and he shudders at the sight of a large stuffed rodent in the offices of the Society for the Preservation of Famous Detectives, identified as a “Sundamys infraluteus.” This is the scientific name for an animal called by various names, including “the giant rat of Sumatra.” To find out why Sherlock Holmes would have such a creature in his collection, read Arthur Conan Doyle’s story “The Adventure of the Sussex Vampire” in The Case Book of Sherlock Holmes.
To think about
Is it all right to put a mummy on display in a museum? What about the body of someone who recently died? At what point does a dead body stop being merely a dead body, and become an object that tourists can look at and scientists can investigate for reasons other than trying to find out why the person died, or to solve a crime?
