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Summary:Xena and Xander have moved to London with their parents and find out they are related to Sherlock Holmes. They inherit his unsolved mystery casebook and find themselves in the middle of a mystery involving a painting that vanished 100 years ago.
Booktalk

:

Xena Holmes and her younger brother Xander have moved from Florida to London, England with their parents. One afternoon they are playing their favorite game in front of their hotel, guessing people's jobs and hobbies by getting clues from their clothes, when a mysterious stranger presses a note into Xena‟s hand, mutters “It fades fast,” and hurries away. What does it mean? Neither Xena norXander had any idea, but they were about to find out!
Challenging Words

(pronunciation, spelling, definition): 

p2 consulting

p7 illustrious, ploughman‟s lunch; 

p10 pub; 

p11 shandy; 

p15 ominous

p17 cinder-block; 

p36 medieval illumination; 

p39 depicted

p44 agoraphobia

p85 scrimmage

p95 brochures

p103 eliminated

p105 ornithology

p114 improbable

p116 scrutinizing
Discussion Questions:

1. How would you react if you found that one of your ancestors was a famous person in history?
2. What characteristics do the children have that make them good detectives?

3. What are some of the clues that led them to solve the mystery?

4. Who were the Baker Street Irregulars?

5. Who was Nigel Batheson and what was his part in the mystery?

6. How did Xander figure out who the girl in the hat was?

7. To which famous person from long ago would you like to be related? Why?

8. What are Xena‟s strengths? What are Xander‟s strengths? 

9. How have advances in technology helped detectives solve mysteries?

10. What did you learn about London that surprised you? What are some of the ways London is different from cities in the United States?

Suggested Activities

:

Language Arts

: 

Xena and Xanda have the unsolved casebook of Sherlock Holmes. Help them solve another mystery of your choosing from the book. 

Make sure to establish a plot, point of view, setting and conflict and relate the events of the story with an ending that resolves the mystery.

Indiana Academic Standards: English/Language Arts

5.5.1 Write narratives that: 

• establish a plot, point of view, setting, and conflict. 

• show, rather than tell, the events of the story.
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CHAPTERS 1-4:
1. How would you describe the characters of Xena and Xander Holmes?
2. Can you relate to Xena and/or Xander? Why or why not?

3. Who tells the story? Does it affect how you feel about Xena and Xander? 

4. Xena and Xander have moved from Florida to London, England, do you think they like living in London? How would you feel if you were in their shoes?

5. Xena and Xander receive a mysterious note written in disappearing ink telling them to go a Pub to meet a secret society. If you received a note similar to theirs, would you have gone to the Pub? Why or why not?

6. Xander says that”English English is confusing.” What British English words in the book did you find interesting or strange?

7. If you were locked in a storeroom like the one in the Dancing Men Pub, what would you have done?
8. What is your first impression of Andrew Watson? Describe his personality. Why is he so rude to Xena and Xander?

9. Xena and Xander find out that they are related to the great detective Sherlock Holmes. How do they react to the news? How would you feel?

10.  In chapter four, Xena and Xander are given the unsolved casebook of Sherlock Holmes. Mr. Brown mentions that some of the cases went unsolved due to the “scientific and technological limitations of the day.” What did he mean by that? What kinds of technology are available to Xena and Xander?

CHAPTERS 5-8

1. Xena and Xander offer to solve some of the cases from the casebook. Mr. Brown tells them that “all our resources are at your disposal.” What kinds of resources do you think the Society for the Preservation of Famous Detectives has? Who works for them? 
2. As Xena scans the casebook looking for a case to solve, she mentions a ruby that somebody lost and a toeless man. Do you think you will see these cases in future books? Do you think the author is hinting at the case in the next book, The Beast of Blackslope?

3. Do you think it was a coincidence Xena and Xander to discover the Nigel Batheson exhibit was in town and Girl in a Purple Hat was one of Sherlock’s unsolved cases? Or do you think it was fate?
4. Xena enjoys making lists and Xander has photographic memory, do you think that these traits will make them successful detectives? Why or why not?
5. What kinds of similarities and differences are there between London, England and where we live? Transportation? Weather? Roads? Culture? Clothes? Schools? Food?

6. What did Nigel Batheson do with his sketches after he finished a painting? Why did he do that?

7. From what you have read about Nigel Batheson, what was he like as a person? As an artist?

8. Why do Xena and Xander keep the SPFD a secret from their parents? Do you think that it is right or wrong? What would you do?

9. Xander and his mother talk about the pros and cons to a phone with voice recognition. What do you think are some of the pros and cons of a phone like that are?

10. Why does Andrew become angry when Xena and Xander share with him that they are working on a case in the casebook? What do Xena and Xander think of this?

11.  What clues do Xena and Xander find in Taynesbury? What do they learn about Nigel Batheson while they are there?
12. Xena and Xander tell the man at the church that they are distant cousins to the Bathesons and they tell Mrs. Emerson that they are working on a school project. Do you think that they are lying or stretching the truth? Why do they make up a story? 

CHAPTERS 9-12 

1. Mrs. Holmes says that she thinks school uniforms are a good idea. What do you think?
2. How do Xena and Xander deal with their first day of school? 
3. What happens at the soccer game? Why does Xander become distracted?

4. Xena and Xander are at a small café and Xander leaves suddenly. Who/what is he chasing after?

CHAPTERS 13-16
1. The little girl that Xander has been chasing after is a model. What is she modeling for? What differences and similarities are there between Sarah and the young girl in the missing painting?

2. What do Xena and Xander learn from the Batheson letters?

3. What picture does Andrew see of Xander? How does Xander feel about it?

4. The flower picture of Xander causes him to realize something about the case, what does he realize?

5. Xena and Xander meet up with Nigel Batheson’s descendents at the art gallery. The Bathesons give them a family tree. What do Xena and Xander learn from the family tree?

6. Why does the identity of the model in Girl in a Purple Hat matter?

7. What did Robert Batheson do with the painting? Why? Would you have done the same thing?
CHAPTERS 17-20
1. Robert Batheson hid the picture when he was living at boarding school. How do Xena and Xander figure out which room was his?
2. What does Xena forget?

3. Instead of going into Fraser’s room, should Xena and Xander have told the headmaster what they were looking for? Why or why not? Do you think going in Fraser’s room was the right thing to do?

4. Was it coincidental that the teacher that found Xena and Xander in Fraser’s room was the art teacher? What do you think?

5. How do Xena and Xander find the painting?
6. Andrew congratulates Xena and Xander on solving the case and asks for a truce. Do you think Andrew will become friends with the two siblings? Will he assist them in solving cases like Dr. Watson helped Sherlock Holmes?

7. What do Xena and Xander receive as a reward for solving the case?

8. How did the two siblings feel about solving the case? How did you feel?
9. If Sherlock Holmes was around to see what Xena and Xander accomplished, how would he react?
TYING IT ALL TOGETHER

1. What do you know about the author?
2. What did you like or dislike about this book? Would you recommend it to someone else?

3. What do you think will happen to Xena and Xander?

4. Will you continue to read The Sherlock Files series?
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