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Some images that the author used to imagine the worlds of Ariadne and Theseus
http://www.titalus.com/art/Hum111/M&M/megaron.jpg
Theseus first meets his father in a room like this one.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Museu_arqueologic_de_Creta24.jpg
The “Minoan snake goddess”—but nobody knows if she is indeed a goddess, or perhaps a priestess, or something else. This reconstruction: http://womansculpture.com/g1-minoan.htm shows how they were probably painted.
http://www.explorecrete.com/archaeology/heraklion-museum.html (scroll down to “Minoan frescoes”
This woman with an elaborate hairdo is probably a priestess about to participate in a ritual. A woman’s—and to a lesser extent, a man’s—hairstyle frequently gave clues as to the person’s social status, rank, profession, etc. in the ancient world.

http://worldhistoryplus.com/worldhistorypictures/-20/herakleion%20museum%5BMIN%5DA.jpg
A bull-jumper. Historians are divided over whether this sport or ritual actually took place.
http://www.explorecrete.com/Knossos/07_knossos_throne_room_P.htm
A small part of the “palace” (temple? storehouse?) of Knossos.

Essay topics
Compare the voices of Ariadne and Theseus. Think especially of the tenses used, length of sentences, frequency of questions. Why do you think the author chose to present these two narrators’ voices in this way?

Research papers
Compare the rituals of various religions that show the sacrifice of a god or its stand-in (an animal, a criminal, etc.).

Compare the rituals of the imagined Cretan world of Dark of the Moon with the religious rules given in the Hebrew Bible’s books of Leviticus and Deuteronomy, especially Lev. 11:1-12 and 19:19 (some scholars think that the two fibers mentioned are specifically wool and linen) and Deut. 14:21.

Some Bronze-Age cultures were matrilineal (inheritance passed through the woman, meaning that the ruler was the daughter of the previous queen). In a few of those societies, the son of the queen would marry his sister in order to keep power, often in a ritual that wasn’t a “real” marriage. Find other examples and relate to the situation of She-Who-Is-Goddess and the Minos.
